
Salt Spray Testing information for Locksets.  

Testing conducted according to Australian Standard AS4145.2-2008 

A salt spray test involves subjecting the lockset to direct salt spray in a closed booth.  
During the test, the function and finish of the lock is tested every 24 hours to ensure it still appears 
and operates correctly.  
 
A 240 hour test is not the same as 240 hours in an installed situation. The test is a much more severe 
way of determining how long a lockset will last with continuous and close range direct salt exposure. 
In an installed situation the lockset will commonly be exposed directly to salt spray on an 
intermittent basis, so will last much longer.    
 
Our test result gives us a level of “C7 – High” according to the Standard (see table below).  
 
Table for Corrosion Resistance Levels 

Corrosion Resistance Category Test Time (hours) 

C1 - N/A - 

C2 - Very low 24 

C3 - Low 48 

C4 - Mild 72 

C5 – Moderate 96 

C6 – Normal 168 

C7 - High 240 

C8 – Very High 480 

C9 – Severe 720 

C10 - Extreme 1000 

 

The Standard does not specify what applications a lockset with a particular Corrosion Resistance 

Category can be installed in.  

This is because each installation might vary depending on: 

• The specifics of the installation site (exposure of the lockset) 

• Site location relevant to the sea                                                                                                                  

• Local weather conditions                                                                                                                              

• Chemical exposure in the atmosphere (proximity to industry) 

For example, say you had 2 identical locks installed the same distance from the sea in the same city.  

1. A lockset installed under an awning in a residential area in a sheltered bay.   

2. A lockset installed on a fully exposed door in an industrial area with high winds and direct 

exposure to the sea.   

 

The 2 locks may have an identical Corrosion Resistance Level under the standard, but would have 

vastly different corrosion levels in practice.  



 

However, the Standard does give some indications on where each Corrosion Resistance Category 

might be applied.    

On reviewing this information our locks would generally be suitable for most applications under C2.3 

& C2.4, but this would be subject to particular local conditions of the installation.  

 

Important: It is impossible to guarantee the performance and finish of a lockset without knowing 

the exact environmental conditions and location of the installation. We can only offer general 

advise on where the locksets would be likely to be corrosion resistant.   

 

Information from the Standard on possible installation applications for “C7 – High” level.   

C2.3   Moderate/Tropical 
Typical areas are suburbs of cities on sheltered bays such as Melbourne, Adelaide, 
and Hobart (except those areas near the coast) and most inland cities. Corrosion protection 
requirements are moderate and do not call for special measures.  
 
A tropical environment includes coastal areas, except where directly affected by salt spray.  
 
C2.4   Industrial/Marine 
Areas around major industrial complexes. There are only a few such regions in Australia. Examples 
occur around Port Pirie and Newcastle.  
 
Marine areas that extend from about 100 m from the beach up to 10 km inland for the majority of 
the coast of Australia.  
  


